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they do not break into houses by digging walls or breaking door-locks, but simply by their smartness manage to abstract property; owing to such trifling thefts I looked upon their proceedings as a petty matter and have not interfered with them."1 This recalls another famous excuse.
1 J. Hutton, A Popular Account of the Thtigs and Dacoits and Gang-robbers of India (London, 1857),